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House slide | Neighbors
use a ladder to pull the owner
to safety as her home falls
apart around her

By JOSEPH ROSE, NOELLE CROMBIE
and MICHAEL ROLLINS
THE OREGONIAN

A sound like garbage cans scraping
across the street rattled Greg Sher-
wood from his sleep Wednesday
morning.

~ The noise quickly became louder
and more ominous, like wood snap-
ping and concrete cracking apart.

Out the window of his home on
Southwest Burlingame Place, Sher-
wood saw the house across the street
slowly drop from the horizon. It was
going down like an elevator, he
thought.

In a blur, Sherwood and his wife,
Debbie, raced into the predawn chill to
see Kathy Hendrickson sliding down
the hill, her house falling apart around
her. She was frantic, riding a slab of de-
bris, looking for a patch of earth that
wasn’t moving.

Next door, Sam Silverberg ran from
his house and grabbed an aluminum
ladder. Together, Silverberg and the
Sherwoods were on their bellies, trying
to extend the ladder to a still-sliding
Hendrickson. v

“Grab the ladder, Kathy!” Greg Sher-:
wood shouted.
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‘The 5:40 a.m. landslide sent the
Southwest Portland home about 100
yards down a 45-degree embankment.

Please see LANDSLIDE, Page A9

Inside ‘
To find the cause of Wednesday's slide,
geologists say, just follow the water | A®

N To see a video and a slide
@w show and to hear the 9-1-1
% emergency calls from the

BRENT WOJAHN/THE OREGONIAN “ scene of Wednesday

From the air, it's easy to see the path a Southwest Portiand home took when it slipped about 100 yards down a hill morning’s landslide, go to
Wednesday near Southwest Terwilliger Boulevard. No one was injured in the predawn landslide. ’ oregonlive.com/portiand.
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